
 
 

June 2, 2020 
 

 
Dear Somers Families, Faculty and Staff, 
 
It is hard to watch the demonstrations and violence taking place across the country, and to witness the 
pain, suffering, and outrage experienced by so many, without being able to gather as a school 
community to share our own emotions. These are times when teachers and students need each other 
most, to process unsettling images, to think through shocking injustices, and to find a way forward that 
promotes healing. It is heartbreaking to have to come to terms with this situation while in isolation, 
while we are already reeling from the fear and loss caused by the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
It is our district’s vision to promote global citizenship by standing up for justice, equality, and respect 
for all. If we teach our students the “value of learning from and working collaboratively with individuals 
from diverse cultures, religions, and lifestyles in a spirit of mutual respect and open dialogue,” then we 
can be hopeful that future generations will not repeat the unjust actions played out decade after decade. 
 
The district will continue to dedicate time to the important conversations that must take place in order to 
further move our society to a place of respect, understanding, and equity. I implore all teachers, families, 
and community members to talk to your children about what is happening in our country. Future 
generations are watching. 
 
Please find some supporting material on talking with children about social justice and related matters 
from the National Association of School Psychologists. 
 
Somers is a family in every sense of the word, and we need each other now more than ever. I am 
honored to be a member of the Somers community and I am confident we can play a role in making the 
world a better place for our children. 
 
 

Sincerely, 

 
        Dr. Raymond H. Blanch 
        Superintendent of Schools 
 
 

https://www.nasponline.org/resources-and-publications/resources-and-podcasts/diversity/social-justice

